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Abstract- In this paper we use inverse scattering algorithms to synthesize the index profiles of Fibre Bragg
Gratings from Low Coherence Interferometry measurements. We compare two algorithms : the Layer Peeling
and an iterative solution of the Gel’fand-Levitan-Marchenko coupled equations and show that the former is more
efficient.

1. INTRODUCTION

Fibre Bragg Gratings (FBG) are usually made by irradiating an optical fibre with UV light to periodically modulate
the refractive index of the fibre core. These components behave as filters : they reflect a narrow spectral band of the
incoming light. The reflection coefficient of a grating depends on its length and its index modulation amplitude.
The central wavelength depends on the grating period. Fibre Bragg Gratings find wide applications in optical
telecommunication networks (gain flattening, multiplexing/demultiplexing, chromatic dispersion compensation)
and in the field of sensors.

Accurate determination of the index profile of FBG is essential but very difficult to achieve with direct
measurements. Inverse methods can be used, but they require to measure the complex reflection coeflicient of the
grating. This has prevented a long time their use for real FBG. The main part of the research in this field was
devoted to the design of gratings, ie the determination of index profile of the grating whose spectral properties
correspond to target functions. But, it has been recently demonstrated that Low Coherence Interferometry (LCI)
can accurately measure the complex reflection coefficient of FBG, [3, 8]. This makes possible the reconstruction
of real gratings with an appropriate synthesis algorithm. Such reconstruction using the "Layer-Peeling” (LP) algo-
rithm have already been reported, [2, 5]. This algorithm was chosen because it seemed to be the most powerful but
others methods exist such as the iterative solution of the Gel’fand-Levitan-Marchenko coupled equations (GLM).
In order to perform a deeper study of gratings synthesis, we implemented both LP and GLM algorithms. In this
paper we present these algorithms and compare their efficiencies.

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE ALGORITHMS

2.1 Coupled modes theory

Both algorithms are based on the coupled modes theory, [7, 17]. In the scalar approximation, the electrical field
inside the fibre obeys the wave eqn. :
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where n(x, v, z) is the refractive index, (x, y) are the transverse co-ordinates and z the longitudinal co-ordinate. The
fibre is assumed to be lossless and single-mode. It implies that two contrapropagative waves propagates inside it :

E(x,y,z,t) = ¥(x,y) [ et = fz) it +,Bz)] 2
where 3 is the propagation constant and W(x, y) the propagating mode with an overlap factor 7. From eqn. (1) we
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Inside the grating, the refractive index is periodically modulated along the longitudinal axe. We have then
n(x, y,2) = nes(x, y) + An(z), with

An(z) = Anpc(z) + Anac(z) cos A =
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where Anac(z) is the index modulation amplitude, Anpc(z) the average effective index, A(z) the local period of
modulation and Ay = A(0). We then have to assume that the forward and backward waves have envelopes u(z)
and up(z). The electrical field becomes :

E(x,y,2,0) = ¥(x,y) {uf(z) e—i[a)t - (B-8z—yocl up(2) llwt+ (B - 0)z + WDC(Z)]} (5)

where § = B — /Ag and ¥pc(z) = () nesNo) foz Anpc(z')dz’. We insert this expression in the wave eqn. (1) and
integrate in the transverse plane to remove the transverse dependency with the help of eqn. (3). Neglecting the
rapidly oscillating terms [12], we obtain :
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where

with K = nrr/negAg. We can see that the forward and backward waves are coupled by the grating via the coupling
coefficient (z).

2.2 GLM algorithm

We will outline the most remarkable features of the algorithm, more detailed descriptions can be found in [1, 14,
16]. The grating coupling coefficient is necessarily vanishing outside the grating : lim,_,.c £2(z) = 0. Solutions of
eqn. (6) must then behave as exp(+i§z) or 0 in the limit as z — *oco. We introduce the Jost functions ¢, ¢, and ¥,
solutions of eqn. (6) with boundary conditions :
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Then ¢(z, 6) = [$1(z, 6), do(z, 6)]” implies ¢(z,6) = [¢3(z, 6), ¢}(z, 6)]". The superscript "T" denotes the transpose
and the superscript "+" the complex conjugate. Since the y and i are linearly independent, we may write : Wz, 8) =
a(8) ¢(z, 6) + b(8) ¢(z, ). If we divide this equation by a(8), we obtain :
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According to eqn. (8), b(6)/a(6) is associated to the reflection coeflicient 7(6), [1]. Assuming the following integral
representation for ¢ :

#(z,6) =( (1) )exp[i&] + f ’ A(z, 7) expliét] dt (10)

00

eqn. (9) becomes
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We operate on this equation with f_ :0 exp[—id6yldy, interchange integrals, and obtain :

Ai(z,y) ‘[ Az _
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where F(z) is the Fourier transform of the complex reflection coefficient :

Fz) = f " r(8) e 0% ds (13)
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By substituting the integral representation (10) into eqn. (6), after an integration by parts, one obtains, [1] :

Q(z) = -2A1(z,2) (14)
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So we have to determine A;(z, 7) to characterise the grating. Analytical solutions exist when the reflection coeffi-
cient is a rational function [15], but for real gratings it is better to use an iterative procedure, [9].
At first order the multiple reflections inside the gratings are neglected : A1(z,y) = —F(z+y) and the coupling
coefficient is approximated by :
Qo(z) = =2F(2z) (15)

which corresponds to the Born approximation. This solution is inserted in eqn. (12). This gives the first order
approximation for A, :

Z
Ax(z,y) = f F'(z+71) F(t+y)dr (16)
which in turn leads to the second order approximation of A; :
Z Z
Al(z,y):—F(z+y)—f f F(z+u) Fr(u+7) F(t+y)dudr (17
then
22 X1
Ql(Z) = —2F(2Z) - 2f f F(X2 — X1+ 22) F*()Cz) F(xl) de dx1 (18)

This procedure can be repeated several times to get more accurate determination of the coupling coefficient.
The general solution has the form :

P
Q@) = =2F(20) = ) Xoms1(2,2) (19
=0
where ,
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2.3 Layer Peeling algorithm
This method was at first implemented to solve problems in geophysics [11] and then adapted to the synthesis of
FBG, [4, 10, 13]. In this method, the grating is cut out in thin layers with thickness Af. Each section is supposed
to be uniform, the j*# section having a modulation amplitude Anac(jAC) and an average index Anpc(jAL). The
Layer Peeling is based on the fact that, at a given moment, the reflected light cannot come from a point in the
grating located beyond a certain limit. Thus, initially at t=0, the light can be reflected by the first layer only. This
implies that the transfer function h(0) at this moment is proportional to p, the reflection coeflicient of this first
section: h(0) = p1/2A¢. However, the transfer function is given by the Fourier transform of the complex reflection
coefficient of the grating r(6)
+00
hz=vi) = % f r8)e92ds @1

If AS is the wavenumber sampling step and M the samples number, one obtains :
M
ACAS
p1 = 20Eh(0) = =——— " r(kAS) 22)
T =

The first layer reflection coeflicient can then be easily calculated since the complex reflection coefficient of the
grating is known. We thus so far have to link p; to the characteristics of the layer (Anac, Anpc and A). In the
framework of the coupled modes theory [7, 17], the electric field in the grating is the superposition of the fields
of two contrapropagative waves coupled by the grating. A propagation matrix T/ is associated to the layer j. It
connects the forward and backward fields at the backplane of the layer to the fields at its frontplane. The reflection
coefficient (p;) of this layer is the ratio of the backward and forward fields amplitudes at the frontplane of the
layer : _
J
p;j = ~T—§1 = itanh [Q(jAg)| e~ A8 [QUAD)] 23)
2
where Q(jAf) is the coupling coefficient of the considered layer. Using eqns (7), (22) and (23), we can determine
the characteristics of the first layer from the complex reflection coefficient of the grating. Once the first section is
characterised, its transfer matrix is known. It is then possible to propagate the fields through it and calculate the
complex reflection coefficient of the grating without its first section. We then find ourselves in the same situation
as at the beginning, we can use the same method to characterise the second section and so on until the grating is
entirely synthesized.
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2.4 Determination of the characteristics of the grating

Once the coupling coefficient Q(z) is calculated using eqn. (19) or (23), the determination of the index amplitude
modulation is straightforward. eqn. (7) implies :

2 Neff AQ
nn

Anac (z) = 1Q(2)] (24)

The determinations of Anpc(z) and A(z) are more difficult because these two parameters modify the optical path.

The variation of the grating phase is a mixture of both influences :
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arg[ Q(z) ] = - fo Anpc(Z') dzr - fo (Az) = No) dz (25)
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It means that one needs a priori information to distinguish Anpc(z) from A(z).

We studied two kind of gratings : uniform and chirped gratings. The period of an uniform grating is
constant along the grating (A(z) = Ag). The phase variation is then only due to the mean effective index. So,
eqn. (25) becomes :

Neff A()
2nn

The chirped gratings we worked on were written by the phase-mask technique, using a mask with a linear chirp.
We then assumed that the period of the grating was varying linearly, A(z) = Ao + @z, and that the mean effective
index was uniform or oscillated around a mean value, Anpc(z) = Anpc + f(z). The rapidly oscillating function f(z)
was added to the model because the first uniform gratings we considered exhibited irregularities [2] in Anac(z) and
in Anpc(z). With the previous assumptions, the grating phase given by eqn. (25) becomes :

d
Anpc(z) = - P (arg[ Q) 1) (26)

27 n Anpc v
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Thus, the grating phase oscillates around a parabola. The key point is that the second order coeflicient only depends
on the chirp. So, when we fit the experimental phase curve by a quadratic function, we can retrieve immediately
the chirp parameter &. Once we have done that, the determination of the mean effective index is straightforward
since we only need to subtract the function raz?/A¢ from the grating phase.

3. LOW COHERENCE INTERFEROMETRY
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Figure 1: Low coherence interferometer.

Obviously, the accuracy of the grating synthesis using LP or GLM algorithm largely depends on the accu-
racy with which the complex reflection coefficient is determined. The experimental device that we implemented is
shown in Figure 1. It is made of two coupled Michelson interferometers. The first one, in the lower right corner of
the figure, uses a broadband infrared light source. The incident light is splitted by a 2 x 2 fibre coupler. One part
is launched in the test arm, where the studied grating is connected, and the other in the reference arm. An airborne
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sliding corner cube allows to vary the optical path in the reference arm. The position of the corner cube is accu-
rately measured by the second Michelson interferometer. Its signal is used to sample the infrared interferogram.
When the corner-cube carriage slides along the rail, the infrared interferograms are detected by the InGaAs-PIN
photoreceiver. The amplitude of the waves coming from the reference and test arms are respectively given by :

+00

+00
EAt) = f r()p(a)e @@V qo and  Ey(r) = f ri(o)p(o)e et =h@No q (28)

00 —00

where o is the wavenumber, p(o) the spectral density of amplitude of the source, (o) the reflection coefficient
of the reference arm and r(co”) the complex reflection coefficient of the device under test. L.(c") and L(o) are
respectively the two-ways optical paths of the reference and test arms.

The recorded signal is equal to <]Er(t) + Et(t)|2>[, where the brackets denote the temporal average. It is the
superposition of a DC signal corresponding to the intensities reflected by each arm and an AC one created by the
interference of the two waves. The receiver is AC coupled and amplifies the oscillations only. Using eqn. (28), we
find that the variable part of the intensity is [8]:

1(z) = f " ()8 (o) Pe~8moi o (29)

where ¢(c) is the phase difference between the interfering waves, S (o) = ri(o)|p(o)|? the source spectral power
density filtered by the system and z the displacement of the moving carriage. The complex reflection of a grating
can then easily be calculated from the recorded interferogram, using a Fourier transform.

4. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS
4.1 Modulation amplitnde
The gratings were inscribed, by means of the standard phase mask technique [6], onto standard SMF 28 fibres,
previously hydrogenated in order to enhance its photosensitivity. Light of wavelength 248 nm from a pulsed laser
source was used to irradiate the fibres. For the inscription of uniform gratings (Unifl, Unif2 and Unif3) and the
step grating called Step2, we used a regular phase mask, with period 1071 nm. In the case of the step grating,
two steps of length 4 mm each one were written sequentially, one next to the other, by displacing the fibre with
respect to the mask. Each step differs from the previous in the total amount of radiation (i.e. number of pulses)
received during inscription. In the case of the chirped gratings, we employed two types of phase mask. A first one
with linear variation of the period (chirp) 3 nm/cm, central period 1071 nm, and total length of 1 cm, was used to
inscribe gratings Chirp2, Chirp3 and Chirp4. A second mask, also linear but with period 0.05 nm/cm was used to
produce grating Chirpl.

The transmission of each grating was measured with an optical spectrum analyser. From this measurement,
we deduced the maximum of the power reflection coefficient Ryy,x. The results are reported in the Table 1.

Table 1: Maximum of the power reflection coefficient of the different gratings.

Unifl | Unif2 | Unif3 | Step2 | Chirpl | Chirp2 | Chirp3 | Chirp4
Roax | 1% 50% | 95% | 71% | 66% 7% 22% 23%

The complex reflection coefficient of each grating was measured at least ten times using the LCI system.
We then proceeded to the index profile reconstruction using both LP and GLM algorithms. Figure 2 shows the
synthesized modulation amplitude of each grating. The profiles obtained with the LP algorithm are plotted with
straight lines and those obtained with the GLM algorithm with circles. At first glance, curves are well superimposed
(except for the grating Unif3) which means that both methods have almost the same efficiency.

The validity of the reconstruction of modulation amplitude was checked by comparing the profiles we
obtained with others given by "Side Diffraction" measurements. Agreement was always good except for the grating
Unif3. LP and GLM algorithm failed to achieve a correct synthesis in this case because the grating is highly
reflecting (Rpax = 95%). The result is worse with GLM algorithm even after 30 iterations. This gives an upper
limit to the validity of experimental synthesis of FBG using inverse methods.

The sensitivity is very good since we can reconstruct the profile of low reflecting gratings such as Unifl
whose reflection coefficient is 1%. We find in this case a modulation amplitude close to 2.1073, This is so small that
this grating would hardly be detected by conventional method. The same conclusion holds for Step2 : the weakest
grating, whose modulation amplitude is close to 2.5 1073, appears clearly in the synthesized profile. The sensitivity
is the same for both algorithms. Indeed, for weak gratings, the limiting factor is the noise in measurements. The
sensitivity depends then only on the sensitivity of the measurement device. The method we proposed profits from
the high sensitivity of LCI measurements.
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Figure 2: Modulation amplitude of the studied gratings synthesized by LP (straight lines) and GLM (circles).
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Each grating was measured ten successive times and each measurement was used to synthesize the grating
with both GLLM and LP algorithms. An example is given on Figure 3(a) which shows the ten profiles of the grating
Unif2 corresponding to successive measurement. The repeatability curve on the same figure corresponds to the
maximum, at each point of the grating, of the relative deviation from the mean. For the grating Unif2 and with
the GLM algorithm this deviation does not exceed 3.2%. We find similar results for the others gratings and for the
LP algorithm. The repeatability of the LP algorithm is a little bit better than that of GLM. Nevertheless, for both
algorithms the repeatability is always better than 5%.
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Figure 3: Modulation amplitude of grating Unif2 synthesized with GLM algorithm : (a) repeatability and (b)
convergence.

As far as the modulation amplitude is concerned, the GLM and LP algorithms have the same sensitivity,
the same dynamic range and almost the same repeatability. The major difference between them is the duration of
the synthesis. The GLM indeed needs several iterations to reach the solution. For example, 4 iterations are needed
to synthesize the grating Unif2, see Figure 3(b). As a consequence, this algorithm is very slow compare to the LP
algorithm.
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Figure 4: Phases of gratings Chirpl and Chirp2 synthesized with GLM algorithm. Both curves are fitted with a
second order polynomial function.

Figure 4 shows the phases of gratings Chirpl and Chirp2 synthesized with the GLM algorithm. Similar
profiles were obtained for the other gratings and with the LP algorithm. According to eqn. (27), the synthesized
phases were fitted by a quadratic function, whose second order coefficient gives the chirp . Table 2 shows the
mean chirps over ten measurements of the different gratings for one direction of propagation. The uncertainties
correspond to the half range of the ten measurements.

Table 2: Comparison of the chirps measured with GLM and LP algorithm. All the values are expressed in nm/cm.

Chirpl Chirp2 Chirp3 Chirp4

|<a>leum | 0.030+0.002 | 1.416+0.002 | 1.418 +0.002 | 1.427 + 0.003
|<a>p | 0.030+0.002 | 1.428 +£0.002 | 1.427 +0.003 | 1.428 + 0.002

The values of chirp obtained with GLM and LP are in perfect agreement for the gratings Chirp1 and Chirp4,
but they differ significantly for the gratings Chirp2 and Chirp3. We are more confident with the LP algorithm for
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two reasons. Firstly, the gratings Chirp2 to Chirp4 were written with the same mask, they are then expected to have
the same chirp. This is what we obtain with LP whereas in the case of the GLM algorithm, the chirp of the grating
Chirp4 is different from the two others. Secondly, the expected value of the chirp of these gratings is 1.5 nm/cm.
The results given by LP algorithm are closer to the theoretical values than that of the GLM algorithm.

For both algorithms, the range of measured chirps is of order of 0.005 nm/cm. This gives the lower limit of
chirps that can be measured with this method.

5. CONCLUSION

In this paper we have shown that the combination of LCI measurements and inverse scattering algorithms is an
efficient method to locally characterise Fibre Bragg Gratings. We studied two algorithms : the Layer Peeling and
an iterative solution of the Gel’fand-Levitan-Marchenko coupled equations. Both algorithms give similar results.
The LP has a slightly better repeatability of modulation amplitude measurement and a slightly better accuracy in
chirp measurements but its major advantage is its speed. It takes a few minutes to synthesize a highly reflecting
grating with the GLM, whereas a few seconds are enough with the LP.

Compared to the conventional "Side diffraction”, this method presents several advantages due to the mea-
surement process. Firstly, the light scanning the grating propagates inside the fibre where the grating is written. It
means that measurement can be performed even if the grating is encapsulated, recoated or embedded in host mate-
rial. Secondly, this method gives the phase of the grating. This makes possible the detection and characterisation
of phase jumps that are inscribed in some kind of gratings. And finally, as the chirp of the grating can be measured,
it becomes possible to characterise phenomena that only change the period of the grating such as a gradient of
strain or temperature.
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